coeliac disease-would develop and the diarrhoea induced would send him downhill; excessive dosage with. sodium..bicarbonate or potassium phosphate (in doses such as are given in duodenal ulcer) would induce an alkalosis and precipitate tetany. Superventilation (deep breathing for two minutes) by washing out the carbon dioxide has the same effect. A similar result would probably follow prolonged vomiting with loss of hydrochloric acid or the injection of histamine and withdrawal by tube of the profuse secretion of hydrochloric acid thus induced.
Discu88ion.-Dr. NORMAN HILL asked if the calcium figures were taken when the patient was first seen, or recently; also as to the form of calcium, and the dosage.
Dr. STANNUS (in reply) said that 24 grammes of sodium bicarbonate were given in 30
hours-about the same quantity as was given in a case of duodenal ulcer. He had had a case of duodenal ulcer in which tetany had developed as a result of large doses of sodium bicarbonate. The present patient had bad calcium chloride given intravenously on admission, during the attack, which gave way on the entry of the first drop into the vein. Since then no calcium had been given, and there had been no treatment. The boy had now a rather more varied diet than he had had before.
The estimation of the calcium was made a week after admission. M. C., female, aged 8 years and 11 months, was brought to hospital on account of her " emaciated " appearance.
It was first noticed when she was 5i years of age that her face was beginning to grow thin, and this condition has become more marked. Her general health is good, she eats and sleeps well, leads an active life, and is growing and gaining weight. Intelligence is above the average. Past History.-Birth weight 8k lb., full time, normal labour. "Marasmus" at 3 months, but weighed 28 lb. at one year. Has also had measles, German measles and whooping-cough.
Fiamily History.-One brother, aged 15k years, alive and well. No relations. have been affected with a similar condition.
